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Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 
FLOTSAM INFORMATION RECORD (FIR) 

Trip 
Number 

Object 
 No. 

Count 
No.

 

Set 
 No.

 

 
YY 

DATE 
MM 

 
DD 

 
TIME 

 
LATITUDE 

 
N/S 

 
LONGITUDE 

                                   W 
 A. COMPONENTS (check all that are applicable) B. LOCATING EQUIPMENT (check all that are applicable) 

 As found As left  As found As left 
Tree [ ] 1 [ ] Flag [ ] 1 [ ] 
Dead animal __________________  [ ] 2 [ ] Satellite buoy [ ] 2 [ ] 
Chain / cable / rings / weights [ ] 3 [ ] Buoy, corks, etc. [ ] 3 [ ] 
Cane / bamboo [ ] 4 [ ] Lights [ ] 4 [ ] 
Bait container / bait [ ] 5 [ ] Radio transmitter / beeper [ ] 5 [ ] 
Cord / rope [ ] 6 [ ] Radar reflector [ ] 6 [ ] 
Floats / corks [ ] 7 [ ] Unknown [ ] 7 [ ] 
Artificial light for attracting fish [ ] 8 [ ] Other ________________________  [ ] 8 [ ] 
Netting material [ ] 9 [ ] C. LOCATING METHOD (check only ONE) 
Sacks / bags [ ] 10 [ ] Radar [ ] 1 
Planks / pallets / plywood / spools [ ] 11 [ ] Direction finder [ ] 2 
Metal drum / plastic drum [ ] 12 [ ] Satellite [ ] 3 check 
PVC or other plastic tubes [ ] 13 [ ] Visual – the object itself [ ] 4 only 
Plastic sheeting [ ] 14 [ ] Visual – birds [ ] 5 one 
Unknown [ ] 15 [ ] Not applicable [ ] 6 
Other ________________________  [ ] 16 [ ] Unknown [ ] 7 
  Other ________________________  [ ] 8 
D. IF THERE IS NETTING ON THE OBJECT: E. OTHER DATA 

 Yes No  Unk  Yes No NA Unk 
Netting hanging from the object? [ ] [ ] [ ] Bait container refilled? [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] 

  Estimated area of hanging netting (m2)   Fauna entrapped? ______________  [ ] [ ]  [ ]  [ ] 
  Predominant mesh size (inches)   .  Maximum depth of the object (m)  .  
   Dimensions (m)  .  .  .  
   Water clarity Clear [ ] Turbid [ ] Very turbid [ ] 

   % epibiota  Tag number   
  F. CAPABILITY OF TRANSMITTING EQUIPMENT (check 
all that are applicable) G. PRIOR ORIGIN OF OBJECT  (check only ONE) 

  As found As left Your vessel – this trip [ ] 1 
Direction to the object [ ] 1 [ ] Your vessel – previous trip [ ] 2 
Geographic position of the object [ ] 2 [ ] Deployed [ ] 3  
Water temperature [ ] 3 [ ] Other vessel – with owner consent [ ] 4 check 
Tuna quantity [ ] 4 [ ] Other vessel – no owner consent [ ] 5 only 
Tuna species [ ] 5 [ ] Drifting object found [ ] 6 one 
Unknown [ ] 6 [ ] Unknown [ ] 7 
Other _______________________  [ ] 7 [ ] Other ______________________  [ ] 8 
H. EXPERIMENTAL EQUIPMENT (continue on back) 
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I.a. OVERHEAD VIEW  (Include dimensions) I.b. SIDE VIEW  (Include dimensions) 
  

 

J. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
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